Learning Contracts

Contracts take a number of forms that begin
with an agreement between student and
teacher

The teacher grants certain freedoms and
choices about how a student will complete
tasks, and the student agrees to use the
freedoms appropriately in designing and
completing work according to specifications.

Strategy: Learning Contracts

Designing a Differentiated Learning

, rac .
A Learning Contract has the following
components
1. A Skills Component

7+ Focus is on skillbased tasks
7+ Assignments are based onjares sessment of studentsd rea
#+ Students work at their own level and pace

2. Acontent.component
#+ Focus is on applying, extending, or enriching key content (ideas, understandings)
#+ Requires sense making and production
/+ Assignment is based on readiness or interest

3. ATime Line

#+ Teacher sets completion date and checkequirements
#+ Students select order of work (except for required meetings and homework)

4. The Agreement
#+ The teacher agrees to let students have freedom to plan their time
#+ Students agree to use the time responsibly
#+ Guidelines for working are spelled out
#+ Consequences for ineffective use of freedom are delineated
#+ Signatures of the teacher, student and parent (if appropriate) are placed on the agreeme

|Diffprpntiarinn l nstruyuction: Far‘ilitatnrdq




FRIENDSHIPS
Sha

Reading Contract

Choose an activity from each shape group. Cut out your three choices and glue them
Below. You are responsible for finishing these activities by

[S)

. Have fun!

AO

This contract belongs to

Make a poster advertising
yourself as a good
friend. Use words and
pictures to help make
people want to be your
friend. Make sure your
nameis an important
part of the poster

Get with a
friend and make
a puppet show

about a problem and
th, Jeati H

beok
Y

Make a two sided
circle-rama. Use it to tell
people what makes you a
good friend. Use pictures

and words and make
sure your name is an
important part of the

display

Get with a
friend and act out
a problem and its

solution from your
by )

Make a mobile that
shows what makes you
a good friend. Use
pictures and words
to hang on your mobile.
Write your name on the
top of the mobilein
beautiful letters.

Meet with me
and tell me about a
problem and its solution
from the story. Then tell
me about a problem you have

Draw a picture of a problem
inthe story. Then use words

to tell about the problem and
how the characters solved
their problem

Write a letter to one of the
characters in your book. Tell
them about a problem you have.

Then have them write back with
a solution to your problem.

had and how you solved it

Think about another
problem one of the
charactersin your book
mighthave. Write a new
story for the book about the
problem and tell how it
was solved.




Montgomery

Personal Agenda County, MD
Personal Agenda for

Starting Date

Teacher & student S ial
initials at Task pecial
completion Instructions

Remember to complete your dail
conferences & instructions.

Personal Agenda

Agenda for:
Starting Date:

TASK

A Complete Hypercard StaCkSpecial Instructions

showing how a volcano o
9 A Be sure to show scientific

works accuracy & computer skill
A Read your personal choice g Keep a reading log of your
biography progress
A Practice adding fraction A Come to the teacher or a
by completing number friend for help if you get
problems & word stuck

problems on pp 10106
of workbook




Personal Agenda

TASK Special Instructions

A Complete research for arh Watch your punctuation
article on why volcanoes and spelling!
are where they are for them hurt your great skill
our science newspaper.  at organizing ideas.

Write the article. Have
the editor review it with
you. Revise as needed

A Complete at least 2 Rememberto complete
. yourdaily planning log.
Spe"mg CyC|eS Remember /1,061l c
conferencesand

instructions sometimes:

Work Log

Date | Goal Actual




Name

Topic

Completion date:

Star ko, Mansfield Center, CT: Creative Leaj

Ti me

Itdéds About by Al ane

Learning Contract

Name:
Ck Page/Concept Ck Page/Concept Ck Page/Concept

Enrichment Options:

Special Instructor

Your ldea:

Working Conditions

Teacherds signature Studentds signatur ¢




The Red Contract

Key Skills: Graphing and Measuring
Key Concepts: Relative Sizes

Note to User: Thisis a Grade 3 math contract for students below grade level in these skills

on the list of

the size

the size of at or one of
least 6 things | your owni

10 t elrmebsbrencer
things.
each thing with] one graph.
how you know | Turn itinto a

[REED) Apply Extend
How big Work with a Make a
is a foot? | friend to graph| group story

that uses

d and. &t leasyl

book at the
author cente

The Green Contract

Key Skills: Graphing and Measuring
Key Concepts: Relative Sizes

Note to User: This is a Grade 3 math contract for students at or near grade level in these skills

Alexande
r Who
Used to
be Rich
Last
Sunday o
Ten Kids,
No Pets

Complete the
math madness
book that goes
with the story
you read.

Extend

Now, make a
math
madness
book based
on your
story about
kids and pets
or money
that comes
and goes.
Directions
are at the
author cente|




Key Skills: Graphing and Measuring
Key Concepts: Relative Sizes
Note to User: Thisis a Grade 3 math contract for students advanced in these skills

The Blue Contract

Read Apply

Before dinosaur or

Dark or airplane. Figure
Airport out how big it is.
Control Graph its size on

the blacktop
outside our room,
Label it by name
and size

Extend

Dinosaur | Research a kind af Make a book

in which you

combine math
and dinosaurs
or airplanes,

graph paper or or] or something

else big. It
can be a
number fact
book, a
counting
book, or a
problem
book.
Instructions
are at the
author center

Poetry Contract

Creating a Use your Write an
rhyming wheel rhyming wheel Q acrostic Q
using spelling to write like poem;
lists Shel Silverstein include
alliteration

Write a O Computer Q Write about Q
cinquain you

art
Interpret Research a gd) lllustrate a C
fiHow t o |EBHOys pegon and™| new poem
Poem. 0O write a clerinew
Student Student U Student U
choice #1 choice #2 choice #3




Poetry Contract

Creating a

rhyming wheel usi
spelling lists and

(o]

Use your
rhyming wheel
to write a poem that

Write an

acrostic poem usi
alliteration and

ney
lS)

dictionary makes you laugh onomatopoeia
Write a Computer Write about
diamonte art you
Interpret Research a lllustrate
AUNnf ol di nfgmoBswpersod dhe meaning
write a biopoem | of 3 new
poem
Student Student Student

choice #1

choice #2

choice #3

IMPORTANT PEOPLE GEOGRAPHY

CONTRIBUTIONS

Learning Contract----Think Tac Toe
Ancient Civilizations i Grade 6

As an ancient mapmaker, you are
commissioned to create a map of
your land including all natural land
forms, a compass rose and a scal|
Also find examples of each land
form in a modern civilization.

Imagine that you are an ancient
citizen who awakens to discover
that all water has evaporated.

eExplain in detail how this would
alter your way of life. Also, do this
for the town where you live.

Assume you are persuading othe|
to visit your ancient civilization.
Design a descriptive, accurate
travel brochure. Include both
natural and mamade elements
that would attract tourists.

v

You are an ancient scribe. Write
and illustrate a thorough
description of a famous character
from each time period being
studied. Profile yourself also.

Assume the identity of a famous
person from the given time period
Create a journal entry reflecting th
ideas, values, and components of
daily life for that person & you.

You are a famous sculptor. Creatd
3D representation of a wethown
eleader, god, goddess, or common
citizen. Include a museum exhibit

card.

a

Written language is an essential
part of everyday life. Your task is
create an alphabet. Include a
translation into modern English, a
written description of the language
development a & a 3D artifact of
the new language.

Recreate in 3D form a famous wo

oof architecture from your time
period. Compare and contrast thig
piece to one piece of modern day
architecture. Find one example of]
this architectu
modern day society.

KFind a way to explain and show ti
importance of music and the arts
your culture. Also show at least 2
examples with roots in our time.
ebs

presence ir

o

Charles Kyle & Kathy Reed * Illinois




Novel Think TaeToe

Directions: Select & complete one activity from eadh

horizontal row to help you and others think abou

your novel. Remember to make your work

» Thoughtful

» Original

» Rich with detalil
» accurate

Directions: Select and complete one activity from each horizontal row to help you

Novel ThinkTacToe basic version

and others think about your novel. Remember to make your work thoughtful,
original, rich with detail, and accurate

lapereyd

Create a pair of collages that
compares you and a character fron|
the book. Compare and contrast
physical and personality traits.
Label your collages so viewers
understand your thinking

Write a biepoem about yourself an
another about a main character in
the book so your readers see how
you and the characters are alike an
different. Be sure to included the
mostimportant traits in each poem

il Write a recipe or set of directions fi
how you would solve a problem an
another for how a main character i

dthe book would solve a problem.
Your list should help us know you
and the character.

Bumes

Draw/paint and write a greeting cat
that invites us into the scenery and
mood of an important part of the
book. Be sure the verse helps us
understand what is important in thg
scene and why.

dMake a model or map of a key plad
in your life, and an important one i
the novel. Find a way to help
viewers understand both what the
places are like and why they are
important in your life and the
charactersbd.

leMake 2 timelines. The first should
illustrate and describe at leas86
shifts in settings in the book. The
second should explain and illustrat:
how the mood changes with the
change in setting.

ETTEDN

Using books of proverbs and/on
quotations, find at least® that you
feel reflect whg
the novel 6s t h&n
that do the same for your life.
Display them and explain your

Interview a key character from the
bookto find out what lessons he/sh
thidks we simquld leatndront eveatb)
@ the bobki Usd a Ratadelmagaz
for material. Be sure the interview
is thorough.

Find several songs you think reflec
lean important message from the
baok. Prepare an audio collage.
8\rit® an exhibit card that helps yol
listener understand how you think
these songs expif

choices.

meaning.




